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Brighton
Council

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
OF THE BRIGHTON COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS,
COUNCIL OFFICES, 1 TIVOLI ROAD, OLD BEACH
AT 5.48 P.M. ON TUESDAY, 21 APRIL 2026

PRESENT: Cr Gray; Cr Curran; Cr Geard; Cr De La Torre; Cr Irons; Cr McMaster;
Cr Murtagh; Cr Owen & Cr Whelan.

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr J Dryburgh (Chief Executive Officer); Ms J Banks (Director
Governance & Regulatory Services); Mr C Pearce-Rasmussen
(Director Asset Services); Mr A Woodward (Director Development
Services), Ms G Browne (Director Corporate Services) and Mr B
White (Acting Manager Planning)

1. STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRPERSON
2.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

3.  APOLOGIES & REQGUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE

All members are present,

4. NOTIFICATION OF LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR PARENTAL LEAVE
Nil.

9.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

2.  Ordinary Council Meeting - 17 March 2026
RECOMMENDATION:

That the Minutes of the previous Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17" March 2026, be
confirmed.
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DECISION:
Cr De La Torre moved, Cr McMaster seconded that the Minutes of the previous Ordinary
Council Meeting held on 17" March 2026, be confirmed.

CARRIED

VOTING RECORD
In favour Against

Cr Curran

Cr Geard

Cr De La Torre
Cr Gray

Cr Irons

Cr McMaster
Cr Owen

Cr Murtagh

Cr Whelan

6.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

In accordance with the requirements of Regulation 10(8) of the Local Government (Meeting
Procedures) Regulations 2025, the chairperson of a meeting is to request Councillors to indicate
whether they have, or are likely to have, an interest in any item on the agenda. In accordance with
Section 48(4) of the Local Government Act 1993, it is the responsibility of councillors to then notify
the Chief Executive Officer, in writing, the details of any interest(s) that the councillor has declared
within 7 days of the declaration.

There were no declarations of interest.

7. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & DEPUTATIONS

In accordance with the requirements of Regulations 33, 36, 37 & 38 of the Local Government
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the agenda is to make provision for public question time.

7.1  Public Questions on Notice

Nil.

8.  COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME

8.1 Councillor Questions on Notice

In accordance with Regulation 35 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations
2025, a councillor, at least seven days before an ordinary Council Meeting or a Council Committee
Meeting, may give written notice to the Chief Executive Officer of a question in respect of which
the councillor seeks an answer at that Meeting.

Nil.



8.2
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Councillor Buestions without Notice

In accordance with Regulation 34 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations
2025, a councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice. The chairperson, councillor or
general manager who is asked a question without notice at a meeting may decline to answer the
question. The chairperson may require a councillor to put a question without notice in writing,

Nil.

9. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL

9.1 Mayor's Communications

18/3 TasWaste South Committee Meeting

18/3 TasWaste South Special Board Meeting

18/3 Media Event

18/3 LG Chief Officers Group Welcome Event

20/3 We Stand Together Against Racism Walk
26/3 Brighton Local Area Plan Steering Committee Meeting
31/3 TasWaste South Special Board Meeting

2/4  Loaves & Fishes Warehouse Tour

8/4  Meeting with Ratepayer and Acting CEO

8/4  Media Event Pontville Park

8/4  Meeting with Resident

11/4  Official Opening of Ted Jeffries Memorial Park
15/4 TasWaste South Board Meeting

15/4 TasWaste South Local Government Forum
21/4 Media event - State & Government housing announcements at Bridgewater.
21/4  Council Workshop

21/4  Council Meeting

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Mayor's communications be received.
DECISION:

Cr McMaster moved, Cr Curran seconded that the Mayor’s communications be received.

CARRIED
VOTING RECORD
In favour Against
Cr Curran
Cr Geard

Cr De La Torre
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Cr Gray

Cr lrons

Cr McMaster
Cr Owen

Cr Murtagh
Cr Whelan

9.2 Reports from Council Representatives

. Cr Irons together with Cr Curran, Cr Owen and the Mayor attended the official
opening of the Seymour Park soccer clubrooms on 11" April 2026.

. Cr Curran recently attended the 150 year anniversary of the Royal Life Saving
Society - awards.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the reports from Council representatives be received.

DECISION:

Cr De La Torre moved, Cr Curran seconded that the reports from Council representatives
be received.

CARRIED

VOTING RECORD
In favour Against

Cr Curran

Cr Geard

Cr De La Torre
Cr Gray

Cr Irons

Cr McMaster
Cr Owen

Cr Murtagh

Cr Whelan

10.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE

. Email from the Roaring Forties Aero Modellers dated 6 April 2026 regarding their
recent Trans-Tasman Event held in Brighton.

iI.  NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS

In accordance with the requirements of Regulation 10(3) of the Local Government (Meeting
Procedures) Regulations 2025, the agenda is to make provision for the date and purpose of any
council workshop held since the last meeting.

One (1) Council workshop has been held since the previous Ordinary Council meeting.

A workshop was held on the 17" March 2026 at 5.00pm to discuss rate revenue and rating
background paper.
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Attendance: Cr Gray; Cr Curran; Cr De La Torre; Cr Geard; Cr Irons; Cr McMaster; Cr
Owen & Cr Whelan

Apologies:  Cr Murtagh

12.  NOTICES OF MOTION

Nil.

13.  CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA

In accordance with the requirements of Regulation 10(7) of the Local Government (Meeting
Procedures) Regulations 2025, the Council, by absolute majority may decide to deal with a matter
that is not specifically listed on the agenda if:-

(a) the general manager has reported the reason for which it was not possible to include the
matter on the agenda; and

(b) the general manager has reported that the matter is urgent; and

(c) the general manager has certified under Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993

that the advice has been obtained and taken into account in providing general advice to
the council.

There were no supplementary agenda items.

14.  REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Nil.

1. PETITIONS

Nil.

16.  COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY

Under the provisions of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 and in accordance with
Regulation 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the Chairperson
is to advise the meeting that Council will act as a planning authority in respect to those matters
appearing under Item 16 on this agenda, inclusive of any supplementary items.

Nil.
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17.  OFFICERS REPORTS

17.1 Request to keep walkway closed - Kumali Place, Herdsmans Cove
Author: Executive Officer Property & Risk (M Braslin)

Authorised: Director Asset Services (C Pearce-Rasmussen)

Background

The Council notified the new owner at 4 Kumali Place, Herdsmans Cove, regarding its
intention to remove the fence currently obstructing the walkway adjacent to his property.
The owner subsequently requested that the walkway remain closed, citing concerns
about possible anti-social behaviour, as well as potential impacts on safety, privacy, and
the peaceful nature of the cul-de-sac should the walkway be reopened.
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Risk Implications

A potential risk of anti-social behaviour occurs if the walkway is opened to the public.
Financial Implications

The land will incur regular maintenance expenses to Council each year.

Strategic Plan

Goal 3 of our Strategic Plan stipulates that council will manage infrastructure and growth
effectively, including to ‘advocate and facilitate investment in our region.’

Goal 4.1 - Be big picture, long-term and evidence based in our thinking.
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Options
1. As per the recommendation.
2 Do not open the walkway at 4 Kumali Place, Herdsmans Cove.

3. Other.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council resolves to open the public open space walkway located between 3 & 4
Kumali Place, Herdsman'’s Cove.

DECISION:

Cr De La Torre moved, Cr Whelan seconded that Council resolves to open the public open
space walkway located between 3 & 4 Kumali Place, Herdsmans Cove.

CARRIED

VOTING RECORD
In favour Against

Cr Curran

Cr Geard

Cr De La Torre
Cr Gray

Cr Irons

Cr McMaster
Cr Owen

Cr Murtagh

Cr Whelan

17.2 Request for Rent Reduction - 1/84 Jetty Road, Old Beach

Author: Executive Officer Risk & Property (M Braslin)

Authorised: Director, Corporate Services (G Browne)

Background

The tenant of Unit 1/84 Jetty Road, Old Beach has written to Council to request a six-
month reduction in rent. Family changes and health issues as well as the temporary
incapacity of one of the primary contractors of the business has resulted in a challenging
time over the past few months. The current global pressure on the cost of fuel has also
seen a reduction in families attending the site for therapy. These factors have resulted in
a decline in revenue that were unforeseen with the initial business plan that the tenant
had put together prior to entering the lease in August 2025.

Consultation

Director, Corporate Services.
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Cr Owen
Cr Murtagh
Cr Whelan

17.5 Brighton Show - Reduction in Show damages charged

Author: Director, Corporate Services (G Browne)

Background

The Brighton Show is held annually at Pontville Park. Since 2024 there has been a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in place between Brighton Council and the
Brighton Agricultural Society regarding the responsibilities of both organisations around
this event.

The MOU was put in place due to damage that was occurring on the ovals from the truck
exhibitions held at the show. Since the MOU, no heavy plant has been allowed to be
parked on the oval, with the possible exception of Gunn Oval, however it is stated that
“this will be possible with prior approval each year from Council's Works Manager,
depending on the conditions of the grounds.”

In the days preceding the event on 9 November 2025, substantial rainfall was recorded.
As a result, organisers maintained ongoing communication with the Acting Works
Manager to assess the suitability of Gunn Oval for hosting the truck show. The Brighton
Agricultural Society, having invested in a special guest, expressed a preference for
positioning the trucks on Gunn Oval to ensure proximity to other exhibits. However, the
Foreman (Sportsgrounds) strongly advised against utilising the ovals due to the volume
of recent rainfall and the unfavourable weather forecast.

On the afternoon of Friday 7" November, the Acting Works Manager and the committee
members of the Brighton Agricultural Show Society met to discuss the weather and the
use of Gunn Oval. The committee members stated that the expected forecast of rain was
not going to occur and that they would do a walk over on Gunn Oval on the Saturday
afternoon/Sunday morning to assess the condition and suitability of the oval for the truck
show. They were informed that this was fine to undertake their own assessment of Gunn
Oval, however, they should be aware that as per the MOU they would be responsible for
any damage that occurred. They were also made aware that there were bookings for Gunn
Oval for cricket on the following weekend.

Gunn Oval was subsequently used and sustained a significant amount of damage due to
the trucks being displayed and exiting across the oval area. The undulation and damage
that occurred meant that Council employees had to perform substantial restorative work
to bring the oval back to its pre-show condition and that the cricket matches that were
scheduled for the following two weekends were required to be relocated. This work was
an unbudgeted amount and cost $21,641.31 for the equipment and materials.
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Cr De La Torre moved, Cr Curran seconded that the Brighton Agricultural Society pay
100% of the rectification works, with an option to pay over a 3 year period. That a contract
rather than an MOU is renegotiated in 2026 that a clause be added that gives clear
instruction of the process that should be followed for any damage that occurs during the
Show.

CARRIED

VOTING RECORD
In favour Against

Cr Curran Cr Owen
Cr Geard

Cr De La Torre

Cr Gray

Crlrons

Cr McMaster

Cr Murtagh

Cr Whelan

Cr Murtagh left the meeting at 6.54pm and returned at 7.00pm.
17.6 Draft Brighton & Pontville Local Area Plan - Community Consultation

Author: Strategic Planner (B White)

Authorised: Director, Development Services (A Woodward)

Purpose

This report seeks Council endorsement of the Draft Brighton & Pontville Local Area Plan
(BLAP) for community consultation.

Background

The Brighton and Pontville Local Area Plan (BLAP) provides a coordinated, place-based
framework to guide future growth, development and investment across the study area. It
translates State and regional policy directions into a locally responsive spatial plan,
supporting Brighton's (M)' role as a key growth area within Southern Tasmania and
Pontville as a distinct village centre with unique heritage values.

The BLAP implements the Council-endorsed Brighton Activity Centre Strategy (BACS),?
which recommended preparation of a local area plan and an urban design framework for
Brighton.

The key reasons for this recommendation, and for preparation of the BLAP to include both
Brighton and Pontville, include:

' Brighton (M) refers to the Brighton municipality. Brighton refers to the suburb.
2 https://www.brighton.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Brighton-Activity-Centre-Strategy-

Reduced-Size-HR.pdf
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The Draft BLAP

Mesh has now prepared a draft BLAP, which provides a strategic framework to guide the
sustainable development of Brighton and Pontville over the next 20 years, with a
particular focus on improved built form outcomes, enhanced public realm, increased
residential density, and measures to mitigate climate change and urban heat.

The BLAP brings together a number of existing Council strategies and plans into a single
document with clear, implementable actions.

The methodology for preparing the BLAP is shown in Figure 1 below:
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The BLAP study area is shown in Figure 2 below. Note that the study area did not cover
the entirety of both suburbs.
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Figure 2 BLAP Study Area (Mesh)

Project Objectives
The core objectives of the BLAP are to:

. Set a framework that guides elevation of the Brighton Activity Centre toward
District Centre status;

. Define the role of business-related zoning in Brighton and Pontville;

® Elevate the public realm and streetscapes of Brighton and Pontville.
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Cr McMaster
Cr Owen

Cr Murtagh
Cr Whelan

18.  Closed Meeting

Regulation 17 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025 provides
that Council may consider certain sensitive matters in Closed Meeting.

RECOMMENDATION:

That in accordance with Regulation 17 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures)
Regulations 2025, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting be closed to
members of the public to deal with the following item:

Item: Closed under:
18.1 - Outstanding Rates - Multiple Properties 17(2)(g)

17(2)(h)(i)
DECISION:

Cr Owen moved, Cr Geard seconded that in accordance with Regulation 17 of the Local
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, Council move into Closed Session
and the meeting be closed to members of the public to deal with the following item:

Item: Closed under:
18.1 - Outstanding Rates - Multiple Properties 17(2)(g)
17(2)(h)(1)
CARRIED

VOTING RECORD
In favour Against

Cr Curran

Cr Geard

Cr De La Torre
Cr Gray

Cr lrons

Cr McMaster
Cr Owen

Cr Murtagh

Cr Whelan
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18.1 Outstanding Rates - Muliiplz Prauperties
Author: Director, Corporate Services (G Erowne)
Background:

Ratepayer's who are unable to pay their rates in full by an instalment date have the
opportunity to make a payment arrangement in order to pay off the outstanding amount
over a longer period of time. If payment is not made by the due date, a fourteen and seven
day letter are issued by Council to the ratepayer as well as a text message reminder (if a
mobile number is recorded). Failure to pay the outstanding amount after two instalments
have passed then results in the total amount of rates for the year being lodged with
Council’s collection agency, Tasmanian Collection Service.

In February, Council issued twenty-seven (27) 30-day letters as a final effort to encourage
those ratepayers with greater than three years rates outstanding to contact Council to
reduce the amount outstanding or to make an arrangement to pay the debt in full within a
timeframe agreeable to both Council and the ratepayer.

This had a positive effect with one ratepayer paying the full outstanding amount of close
to $7,000, as well as several payment arrangements that are being monitored, and some
applications to be considered under Council’s Financial Hardship Policy. However, there
are ratepayers that have made no contact with Council officers at all from this process.

The properties listed below have made no attempt to contact Council staff after receiving
this letter and these properties are now eligible to be sold under section 137 of the Local
Government Act 1993.

Title Ref PID Property Address Balance* Yrs
13567/154 5046665 $15,191.30 6+
6706/530 5037507 $12,521.43 9+
15443/1 5024167 $11,418.19 7+
6707/682 5027667 $10,344.93 6+
8101/2 5014364 $9,963.49 5+
14569/751 5049698 $7,346.05 4+
13200/505 5045929 $7,293.03 4+
15333/865 5051042 $2,066.99 3+

'principal residence land, vacant land
Consultation:

Senior Rates Officer, Director Corporate Service, other Tasmanian Councils
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Cr Owen
Cr Whelan

Authorisation to Move Out of Closed Session & Release of Information to the Public

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council, having met and dealt with its business formally moves out of Closed Session
and resolves to report that it has determined the following:

Agenda item Matter Outcome
18.1 Qutstanding Rates - Multiple Properties
DECISION:

Cr Geard moved, Cr Whelan seconded that Council moves out of Closed Session and
resolves to report that it has determined the following:

Item 18.1 - Outstanding Rates - Multiple Properties Report to be released
without listing the property
addresses. In accordance
with Section 137 Part 9 of
the Act.

CARRIED
VOTING RECORD

In favour Against

Cr Curran

Cr Geard

Cr De La Torre
Cr Gray

Cr lrons

Cr McMaster
Cr Owen

Cr Murtagh

Cr Whelan

Meeting closed:  7.15pm

Confirmed:

(Mayor)

Date: 19" May 2026






