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1. - site location/background 

 
The existing Cherry Tasmania orchard is located at 647 

Baskerville Road, Old Beach. The proposed development 

location fronts onto Briggs Road, approximately 200 

metres south of the Baskerville Road intersection. The site 

falls gradually to the south-east and has proposed 

entrances to the west fronting Briggs Road. 

 

Nic Hansen of Cherries Tasmania has operated the 

business since 2003. The orchard site covers over 68 

hectares of Cherry varieties.  

 

2.- environmental impact/design 

statement 

 
The existing orchard site is currently zoned Rural and is 

operated by the current owner Nic Hansen as a Cherry 

farm. Seasonal workers are required at various times of the 

picking season and the proposed development allows 

vital accommodation on site. 

 

The location of the Proposed Accommodation 

development is positioned fronting  Briggs Road and is 

partly hidden the existing pine trees along the front 

boundary limiting visual impact. The accommodation 

project will require bus access for pick-up and drop-off. 

Apart from the bus access, there will be minimal traffic 

movements, mainly food deliveries and Cherry Tasmania 

staff.  

 
The surrounding properties vary from existing Rural 

Residential dwellings, Rural zoned open properties and 

Baskerville Raceway. The site is an ideal location to 

provide accommodation on site for seasonal workers for 

the existing Cherry farm operations. 

 

The design consists of various grouped shed and donga 

type buildings with ‘Windspray’ colour.  The buildings will 

be partly excavated lowering the overall height of the 

accommodation buildings. All buildings are single storey. 
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An open space area will be utilized for camping (no 

caravans) which have their own bathroom facilities.  

 

The accommodation buildings are both located outside 

of the attenuation zone of Baskerville raceway.  

 

In reference to Tas Planning Scheme (Brighton) 20.3.1 

Discretionary Use: 

a) The accommodation is required for the operation of 

the Cherry farm business providing for seasonal 

workers on site. 

b) There is no adverse impact, confirm or restraint of 

uses regarding any neighbouring property.  

c) Being purposely built for the cherry farms 

operations, the development is compatible with the 

agricultural use.  

d) The accommodation development does not 

compromise on the function of the surrounding 

settlements and is appropriate and functional for 

the cherry farm.   

 

3. – development information 

 
a. – car-parking/bus/truck movements 

 

The proposed development provides for 36 onsite 

parking spaces, dedicated delivery loading bay and 

waste collections area. The overflow car parking area 

will be allowed for additional parking. A new entry and 

exit provides a safe and open driveway area for bus, 

truck and vehicle access. The entry/exit solution allows 

for bus turning in a loop design rather than one access 

point and turning on site.  

 

Refer to attached Hubble Traffic report covering all 

vehicle movements, hours etc.  

 

b. – number of staff 
 

A maximum of 2 employees (cleaning) staff per day. 

The accommodation building will house 96 seasonal 

workers for the 14 buildings (8 per building) who will do 

all their own cooking.  

The camp site has 23 tent sites x 2 persons = 46 

seasonal workers.  
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c. – operating hours 
 

The seasonal workers generally operate between 

7.30am and 3.30pm. The cleaning staff would operate 

between the day period. 

 

d. – equipment 

 

External heat pump heating units are to be installed 

however will be virtually silent. Freezers room units will 

be located on the opposite side of the Meals building – 

away from the accommodation buildings. Generally 

cooking will be domestic ovens, cooktops etc.  

 

e. – waste production and disposal 

 

Waste production will be limited to waste bins for 

general waste from the Kitchen and accommodation 

units. The waste removal will be provided from a 

private waste firm accessing the site once a week. 

 

f. – signage 

 

Minor signage will be installed for entry and exit points 

along with ‘Give Way’ signage for exit point. Refer TIA 

report for other directional signage.  

 

g. –colours- 

 

Refer to the elevations for colours. Predominately 

colours will be ‘Windspray’ but will have secondary 

colours for screening, planting, etc.  

 

 

h. landscaping/fencing/lighting 

 

The proposed site is surrounded by a green orchard  

barrier. The existing extensive landscaping provides an 

enjoyable space to reside.  Refer to the Part Site 

Landscape Plan. 

 

The site will provide low level flood lighting for the car 

parking and pathway areas between buildings. The 

extension of lighting and security will continue around 
the proposed accommodation units.  
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i – drainage 

 

Refer to GES report for the sewer design. Refer to the 

Part Site Drainage Plan for stormwater and water 

design. Engineering design and final stormwater 

design/calculations  will be prepared for the 

construction drawings.  

 

Stormwater exiting development area (owner 

description) 
Storm water from the development site is to be 

directed into the adjacent 110MGL dam.  

The dam is a completely bunded water holding area.  

No outside run-off water enters this dam from the 

water catchment area. 5 years ago Cherries Tasmania 

spent $130K constructing a by-pass channel for the 

water course to travel around the dam. Reason being 

the quality of water from the catchment area 

including the Braeview Road subdivision area is of very 

poor quality. During rain fall the water flowing has 

extremely high levels of silt and makes for very poor 

irrigation water for the orchard.   

 

 

Photo above showing example of this. 
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Water by-passing the dam during a very heavy rain-fall 

event 

 

Therefore based on this water levels within the dam 
are 100% controllable by what water we allow into 

the dam from the irrigation scheme we access water 

from. 

Cherries Tasmania irrigation season finishes in late 

April (+/- weather conditions).  From this point on we 

then fill the dam. It is our intention to short fill the dam 

by some 10MGL to enable room for stormwater run-

off from the development site to enter and be stored 

in the dam for irrigation use during the summer 

months.  
 

 

j – staging 
 

The project will be built as one stage. 
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4. owner statement 

 
Cherries Tasmania Orchards is wishing to construct a 

seasonal employee accommodation site in line with the 

submitted documents and plans. 

We see this development as an extremely critical part of 

our long term sustainability as a cherry orchard. As we 

move forward with our orchard development we will 

reach in January 2027  a forecasted 900-1000 tonnes of 

cherries harvested that will require hand picking and 

packing. Labour is a major part of this.  

Of the 280-300 people required, history shows that we can 

source 35-50% of this required amount of people locally. 

The remaining people will have to come to us via seasonal 

worker programs and travelling back packers. Between 

December and early February there is chronic shortage of 

any type of accommodation in Southern Tasmania. For 

Cherries Tasmania to ensure its sustainable long-term 

future we must construct and operate our own seasonal 

accommodation thereby ensuring a critical factor is met.  

 

5. conclusion 
 

The proposed accommodation development for Cherries 

Tasmania will provide vital accommodation on site for 

seasonal workers. The development will provide jobs, 

growth and valuable investment for the Brighton Council 

area. 

 


