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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the traditional owners who once walked this country: the Mumirimina people.  

The Mumirimina belonged to the Oyster Bay tribe. This was the largest tribe in Tasmania and covered 8000 

square kilometres. Kutalayna levee in Brighton was a significant meeting place where hundreds of 

generations of Aboriginal families hunted, gathered, corroboreed, camped and traded.  

In the course of colonisation, dispossession of the Mumirimina was early, rapid and extensive. 

We acknowledge the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community today as the continuing custodians of this land, and 

pay our respects to Elders past and present. Through our words and actions we strive to build a community 

that reflects and respects the history and hopes for all the people of Brighton. We also acknowledge their 

skill and care in managing the land through the use of fire for many thousands of years. 

Disclaimer and information statement 
The information in this Bushfire Mitigation Plan (the plan) is current as at the date of publication. The 

information and/or the recommendations contained in the plan have been compiled and based on the 

information, records, data, and any other sources of information available at time of publication. 

Accordingly, the accuracy of the information and/or recommendations in the plan relies entirely upon the 

information and material available at time of publication. Whilst Brighton Council have exercised all due care 

and skill in compiling this plan, readers should confirm the accuracy and reliability of the information and 

material Brighton Council has relied upon in producing the plan. This plan may also contain information, 

systems or data which is the property of Brighton Council. In these circumstances, the property referred to 

will remain the property of Brighton Council and Brighton Council has in no way waived or altered in any way 

its ownership right, or provided consent for use, unless expressly provided in the plan. 
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Executive Summary 
The Brighton Council - Dromedary Bushfire Mitigation Plan 2025-2030 (the plan) is a tactical level planning 

document managed by Brighton Council (Council). It supports addressing bushfire risks within Council owned 

and/or managed bushfire-prone areas within the Dromedary locality. 

The plan focuses on public roads within the Dromedary locality where Brighton Council is the road authority. 

Priority roads identified by Brighton Council relevant to this plan are identified within Table 1 and Figure 6. 

!ǊŜŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ǎŎƻǇŜΦ 

Council identified the need to focus on the Dromedary locality for two key reasons: 

1) The existing Dromedary road network is long and includes narrow dead-end roads in a highly 

forested bushfire-prone environment with varying fuel types, topography and asset distribution; and 

2) Much of the built assets within the Dromedary locality do not appear to meet contemporary 

bushfire design standards, predates the legislated bushfire requirements introduced in 2012 and 

appear to have minimal resistance to bushfire attack mechanisms, particularly ember attack. Ember 

attack is the most common cause of building damage or loss from bushfires. 

This plan is not a fire response plan and does not deal with bushfire response, instead the plan outlines 

specific steps and six key recommendations that Council could implement to reduce bushfire risk levels. This 

includes: 

¶ Four-yearly reviews of the Bushfire Mitigation Plan including consultation with the Hobart Fire 

Management Area Committee; 

¶ Preparation of a Community Engagement Plan specifically for bushfire for the Dromedary locality; 

¶ Management of adjacent roadside vegetation in alignment with State Government guidelines and 

industry best practices; 

¶ Vehicle turning areas upgraded to meet industry best practices at dead end roads; and 

¶ Installation of additional static firefighting water supplies in alignment with Stage Government 

guidelines and industry best practices. 

This plan includes a detailed Treatment Plan (Appendix A) that guides a coordinated staged approach for 

Council to ensure the planΩs recommendations are implemented successfully. 

This plan was first prepared by Fire Risk Consultants in 2024 for Council with the purpose to support 

Brighton Council enhance community resilience during and after bushfire events. 

This plan is a live document and functions for a five-year period. The first review must be undertaken during 

2029. The plan will then continue to perpetually run for five-year periods and must include regular 

subsequent reviews to ensure the plan maintains its currency. 

This plan must be formerly adopted by Brighton Council. Prior to Council adoption, this plan must be noted 

by the Hobart Fire Management Area Committee (HFMAC) to ensure the plan has the appropriate linkages 

to the Tasmanian State Government bushfire risk reduction framework, its agreed principles and strategies, 

and contributes to a shared approach to reduce bushfire risk. 

Most bushfire-prone areas in the Brighton LGA cannot be treated with broadscale fuel reduction burning 

due to difficult terrain, fuel types, and asset distribution, especially in high-risk areas like Dromedary (State 

Fire Management Council, 2023). 

Although 90% of Brighton LGA is bushfire-prone, only 3% is managed by Brighton Council, primarily along 

road casements, which are often unsuitable for planned burning. Where fuel reduction burning is not 
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suitable, alternative measures such as vegetation thinning/slashing, community education, or Community 

Bushfire Response Plans (prepared by the Tasmania Fire Service) are more appropriate. 

Untreatable fuels have the potential to significantly increase levels of bushfire risk as they will often only be 

ŘǊȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ΨŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΩ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ. Where asset distribution and 

topography drives the unsuitability for fuel reduction burning and fuels remain untreated, it is likely for fuel 

loads to be in maximum fuel condition. 

The key factors influencing bushfire risk to Dromedary is the unsuitability for broadscale fuel reduction 

burning, the topography, dead end roads, asset distribution, and many of the existing homes being built 

prior to contemporary bushfire construction standards. 

Community fire safety in the Dromedary area relies heavily on the knowledge and situational awareness of 

individual landowners and occupiers. This includes seasonal and incident response triggers (what to do and 

when to do it), communications and situational awareness. 
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Glossary 
To promote the use of common terminology, the Australasian Fire and Emergency Services Authority Council 

(AFAC) Bushfire Glossary, and 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ - Bushfire Hazard Areas version 1.2 will be used as 

reference in this plan. 

AS 3959 Means Australian Standard AS 3959:2018 Construction of buildings in bushfire-
prone areas; 

Asset A term used to describe anything valued by the community that may be adversely 
impacted by bushfire. This may include houses, infrastructure, agriculture, 
production forests, industry, and environmental and heritage sites. 

Bushfire An unplanned fire burning vegetation. 

Bushfire Attack level 
(BAL) 

Means the bushfire attack level for a building site determined by TFS or a bushfire 
hazard practitioner in accordance with AS 3959. 

Bushfire hazard The potential or expected behaviour of a bushfire burning under a particular set of 
conditions, i.e., the type, arrangement and quantity of fuel, the fuel moisture 
content, wind speed, topography, relative humidity, temperature, and atmospheric 
stability. 

Bushfire-prone area Land is a bushfire-prone area if: 

a) the land is within the boundary of a bushfire-prone area on a planning scheme 
overlay map; or 

b) where the relevant planning scheme overlay map for the land does not show 
any land within the relevant municipal area as being within the boundary of a 
bushfire-prone area, the land is within 100 metres of an area of bushfire-prone 
vegetation that is equal to or greater than one hectare. 

Bushfire risk 
management 

A systematic process to coordinate, direct and control activities relating to bushfire 
risk with the aim of limiting the adverse effects of bushfire on the community. 

Consequence Impact(s) of an event on the five key areas: environment, economy, people, social 
setting, and public administration. 

Cultural fire Fire deliberately put into the landscape authorized and led by Traditional Owners of 
that Country, for a variety of purposes, including but not limited to: ceremony, 
protection of cultural and natural assets, fuel reduction, regeneration and 
management of food, fibre and medicines, flora regeneration, fauna habitat 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ 

Cultural heritage Encompassing both Aboriginal and historic heritage values both statutory and non-
statutory. 

Ecological burning A form of prescribed burning. Treatment with fire of vegetation in nominated areas 
to achieve specified ecological objectives. 

Fuel Any material such as grass, leaf litter and live vegetation which can be ignited and 
sustains a fire. Fuel is usually measured using the Overall Fuel Hazard Assessment 
Guide 4th ed. 2010 DSE. 

Fuel break A natural or manmade change in fuel characteristics which affects fire behaviour so 
that fires burning into them can be more readily controlled. 

Fuel management Modification of fuels by prescribed burning or other means. 
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Fuel reduction 
burning 

The planned application of fire to reduce hazardous fuel quantities; undertaken in 
prescribed environmental conditions within prescribed boundaries. 

Hazard Management 
Area 

The area between a habitable building or building area and bushfire-prone 
vegetation, which provides access to a fire front for firefighting, which is maintained 
in a minimal fuel condition and in which there are no other hazards present which 
will significantly contribute to the spread of a bushfire. 

Human Settlement 
Area 

Term given for the dataset used to define where people live and work. The dataset 
was developed for the purpose of risk modelling and was created using a 
combination of building locations, cadastral information, and Australian Bureau of 
Statistics data. Includes seasonally populated areas and industrial areas. 

Likelihood Chance of something happening. It is used as a general description of probability and 
may be expressed qualitatively or quantitatively. 

Risk treatment Process of selection and implementation of controls to modify risk. The ǘŜǊƳ ΨǊƛǎƪ 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 

Traditional fire The application of fire knowledge and practice prior to European settlement. 

 

Acronyms 

AFDRS Australian Fire Danger Rating System 

BMP Bushfire Mitigation Plan 

BMS Bushfire Mitigation Strategy 

BRMP Bushfire Risk Management Plan 

FDR Fire Danger Rating 

FMA Fire Management Area 

HFMAC Hobart Fire Management Area Committee 

LGA Local Government Area 

NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

PWS Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service 

SFMC State Fire Management Council 

TASVEG Comprehensive digital map of Tasmania's vegetation 

TERAG Tasmanian Emergency Risk Assessment Guidelines 

TFS Tasmania Fire Service 
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1 Introduction 
This Bushfire Mitigation Plan (the plan) has been prepared by Fire Risk Consultants for Brighton Council 

(Council). Fire Risk Consultants are industry leaders within the specialist area of bushfire risk analysis and 

bushfire impact and mitigation planning. 

This is the first Bushfire Mitigation Plan for Council owned and/or managed bushfire-prone areas within the 

Dromedary locality. 

This plan is a tactical level planning document that focuses on addressing bushfire hazards and improving the 

resilience of the Dromedary community and its assets. This BMP functions for a five-year period with a 

review to be implemented at year four (2029). Triggers for reviews to take place less than this are noted in 

Section 8 of this plan. 

The bushfire mitigation outcomes articulated in this plan are designed to align with and support the 

¢ŀǎƳŀƴƛŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 

authoring. 

Bushfire has been a constant and natural phenomenon in Australia for many thousands of years. South-

eastern Australia, including Tasmania, is particularly prone to fire and is regarded as one of the most 

bushfire-affected regions in the world. Fire is an important and natural component in the management and 

renewal of biodiversity and habitat. If uncontrolled, however, its effects can be catastrophic (Tasmanian 

State Bushfire Safety Policy, 2014). 

Approximately 98% of Tasmania's land area is designated as bushfire-prone including approximately 90% of 

the Brighton LGA (including Dromedary); meaning the likelihood is high for Dromedary to be impacted by 

bushfire and that management of risk is fundamental to bushfire safety. However, bushfire risk can never be 

completely removed and there is an increased need for enhanced community safety and resilience from 

bushfires. 

It is not possible to prevent bushfires occurring within or impacting Dromedary. Unless bushfires are 

suppressed quickly, there is a risk that large destructive bushfires may impact some or all of Dromedary. 

Depending on weather conditions, fires may burn a substantial portion of Dromedary and adjoining human 

settlement areas causing damage to assets, cultural and environmental values, and loss of life. 

!ǊŜŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ǎŎƻǇŜΦ !ǊŜŀǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǎŎƻǇŜ with 

increased bushfire risk levels are generally coordinated by the State Government and addressed within Fire 

Management Area Bushfire Risk Management Plans (BRMP) available at www.sfmc.tas.gov.au. 

1.1 Bushfire Mitigation Plan purpose 
This plan is intended to provide information to Brighton Council in relation to Brighton Council owned and/or 

managed bushfire-prone areas within the Dromedary locality. It will support giving guidance to Brighton 

Council to address CouncilΩǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Fire Service Act 1979. 

This plan is also intended to provide tactical guidance regarding the management of priority Brighton Council 

managed roads and support community engagement in relation to reducing bushfire risk levels to the 

Dromedary locality. 

 

 

http://www.sfmc.tas.gov.au/
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1.2 Bushfire Mitigation Plan objectives 
In alignment with the Tasmanian Vegetation Fire Management Policy principles and strategies available at 

www.sfmc.tas.gov.au, the primary objective of this plan is to: 

¶ Minimise the impact of bushfires on human life, communities, essential and community 

infrastructure, industries, the economy, cultural values, and the environment. Human life will be 

afforded priority over all other considerations. 

! ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ are summarised into a Treatment Plan enclosed as 

Appendix A to this plan. When implemented, these actions should support reducing bushfire risk to the 

Dromedary locality. 

1.3 Alignment to Tasmanian State Government bushfire risk management framework 
The Tasmanian Emergency Risk Assessment Guidelines (TERAG) were created to provide a consistent and 

reliable risk assessment process for emergency management. TERAG allows users to treat priority risks using 

risk management processes in alignment with ISO 31000 Risk Management ς Guidelines. This plan is 

structured on the five main phases of the TERAG risk management process; establish the context, identify 

risks, analyse risks, evaluate risks, and treat risks. 

The Tasmanian Vegetation Fire Management Policy 2017 is managed by the State Fire Management Council. 

The purpose of the policy is to enable the safe and effective conduct of vegetation fire management 

activities on public and private land across Tasmania. This plan is aligned with the Principles and Strategies of 

the policy. 

A fundamental aim of this plan is to create linkages between the Hobart Fire Management Area BRMP to 

avoid duplication. The Hobart Fire Management Area BRMP is overseen by the Hobart Fire Management 

Area Committee (HFMAC) and established under the Fire Service Act 1979.The Hobart Fire Management 

Area BRMP is designed to provide a coordinated approach to the identification and treatment of bushfire 

risk within the Hobart Fire Management Area. 

The draft plan has been noted by the HFMAC prior to Brighton Council adoption and was circulated to 

members for individual feedback.  

1.4 Implementation and ownership 
LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ICa!/ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΣ 

or their delegate. 

A Treatment Plan to implement this plan is enclosed as Appendix A and discussed in Section 5. 

 

http://www.sfmc.tas.gov.au/
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Figure 1: Brighton Local Government Area Map 
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2 Establishing the context 

2.1 Description of Dromedary locality 
Dromedary is a rural residential locality located approx. 6 kilometres west of the township of Brighton on the 

eastern side of the Derwent River. Dromedary is within the LGAs of Brighton and Southern Midlands in 

southern Tasmania. The locality was first gazetted as a locality in 1970. 

Dromedary is approx. 3660ha in size, elevation ranges from sea level up to 990m above sea level at the 

summit of Mount Dromedary. 

The majority of Dromedary is zoned as Landscape Conservation under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme ς 

Brighton Local Provisions Schedule. 

2.2 Tasmanian Planning Scheme ς Brighton Local Provisions, Bushfire-prone Areas Code 
Bushfire-prone areas overlays have been developed by the Tasmanian State Government for all 29 local 

government areas. Bushfire-prone areas overlays apply to land that may be significantly affected by a 

bushfire. Approximately 98% of Tasmania's land area is designated as bushfire-prone, approximately 90% of 

the Brighton LGA (including Dromedary) is designated as bushfire-prone. This means the likelihood is high for 

Dromedary to be impacted by bushfires and that management of risk is fundamental to bushfire safety. 

If a property is mapped within a bushfire-prone areas overlay there may be mandatory bushfire safety 

requirements for planning or building compliance purposes. If a property is not mapped within a bushfire-

prone areas overlay, it does not mean that there is no risk. 

Planning scheme overlays are available to view on the LISTmap website www.thelist.tas.gov.au. 

Under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme ς Brighton Local Provisions Schedule, Brighton LGA includes a 

Bushfire-prone Area Code. The purpose of the code is to ensure that use and development is appropriately 

designed, located, serviced, and constructed, to reduce the risk to human life and property, and the cost to 

the community caused by bushfires. 

The code applies to: 

a) subdivision of land that is located within, or partially within, a bushfire-prone area; and 

b) a use, on land that is located within, or partially within, a bushfire-prone area, that is a vulnerable 

use or hazardous use. 

Much of the built assets within the Dromedary locality do not appear to meet contemporary bushfire design 

standards, predates the legislated bushfire requirements introduced in 2012 and appears to have minimal 

resistance to bushfire attack mechanisms, particularly ember attack. 

2.3 Population dispersion 
The 2021 Australian Bureau of Statistics census recorded 279 houses within Dromedary with a population of 

856 and a median age of 46.  

The urban-rural interface is where structures and other human developments including homes adjoin or 

overlap with undeveloped bushland. These areas are where properties and people are most likely to be 

exposed to smoke, embers, radiant heat and direct flame. Consequently, risk to life and property is greatest 

in this zone, and losses most pronounced (Tasmania Fire Service, 2016). The Tasmania Fire Service classifies 

the urban-rural interface into two distinct classes: 

a) Classic Interface (Type 1): or 

b) Mixed Interface, (Type 2). 

http://www.thelist.tas.gov.au/


Brighton Council - Dromedary Bushfire Mitigation Plan 2025-2030 
for Council Owned and/or Managed Bushfire-prone Areas 

 

5 

Dromedary can be classified as a Type 2 interface (Figure 3). 

A distinguishing feature of the Dromedary locality which increases the bushfire risk profile is that it has no 

distinct urban/rural interfaces, the population is dispersed with most structures being scattered throughout 

bushland and dwellings are spaced further apart.  

Within Type 2 interfaces the active perpetual management of vegetation adjacent to built assets, roadsides, 

availability of water supply for firefighting, and private property access (maintained by the property owner) 

is critical towards reducing bushfire risk. 

Figure 2: Classic Interface (Type 1) (Source: Tasmania Fire Service) 

 

Figure 3: Mixed Interface (Type 2) (Source: Tasmania Fire Service) 

 

2.4 Authority land managers relevant to Dromedary 
Land tenure within Dromedary is predominantly private freehold (privately owned). The Parks and Wildlife 

Service manage approx. 870ha within the Mount Dromedary and Mount Terra area. The Parks and Wildlife 

Service is also the authority land manager for sections of marshlands directly adjacent to the Derwent River. 

The only land that Council owns and/or manages within Dromedary is much of the public road network. The 

public road network Council manages only accounts for approx. 1% of land within Dromedary, however 

given the critical role public road networks play in community fire safety and emergency management 

during bushfires, the effective and ongoing management of these areas by Council is critical. 

2.5 Priority Council managed roads 
Roads surrounded by dense forest like those within Dromedary are unlikely to be effective in containing fully 

developed bushfires, even under relatively mild conditions. However, public roads facilitate community 

evacuation and firefighter intervention and are therefore critically important during bushfire emergencies. 
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During the development of this plan Council identified six priority Council managed roads in which this plan 

focuses on. /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƛŘǘƘ, if the road was a dead-end 

road, adjacent bushfire fuel types, topography and asset distribution. 

Table 1 & Figure 6 of this plan identifies priority roads this plan focuses. 

Table 1: Priority Council managed roads relevant to Bushfire Mitigation Plan 

Road Name: Approx. Length (km): Road Authority: Locality: 

Brynafon Road 0.4km Brighton Council Dromedary 

Clarks Road 2.0km Brighton Council Dromedary 

Cranes Road 4.3km Brighton Council Dromedary 

Deans Valley Road 0.4km Brighton Council Dromedary 

Perrymore Road 0.9km Brighton Council Dromedary 

Tongatabu Road 1km Brighton Council Dromedary 
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Figure 4: Dromedary Locality and Surrounds Authority Land Map 
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Figure 5: Dromedary Locality and Surrounds Bushfire-prone Areas Map 
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Figure 6: Priority Council Managed Roads Relevant to Bushfire Mitigation Plan Map 

 














































































