
 

 

Application for 
Planning Approval 

Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 

  

JAMES DRYBURGH 

General Manager 
 

 

APPLICATION NO.      

DA2024/114 

LOCATION OF AFFECTED AREA 

593 BRIGGS ROAD & 595 BRIGGS ROAD, BRIGHTON 

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (VETERINARY CENTRE). 
CONSTRUCTION OF VETERINARY CENTRE, ANCILLARY CLASSROOM 
AND VET ACCOMMODATION. CONSTRUCTION OF TOILET BLOCK. 

A COPY OF THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION MAY BE VIEWED AT 
www.brighton.tas.gov.au AND AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, 1 TIVOLI 
ROAD, OLD BEACH, BETWEEN 8:15 A.M. AND 4:45 P.M, MONDAY TO 
FRIDAY OR VIA THE QR CODE BELOW. ANY PERSON MAY MAKE 
WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH S.57(5) OF THE 
LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 CONCERNING THIS 
APPLICATION UNTIL 4:45 P.M. ON  24/07/2024.  ADDRESSED TO THE 
GENERAL MANAGER AT 1 TIVOLI ROAD, OLD BEACH, 7017 OR BY 
EMAIL AT development@brighton.tas.gov.au.  
REPRESENTATIONS SHOULD INCLUDE A DAYTIME TELEPHONE 
NUMBER TO ALLOW COUNCIL OFFICERS TO DISCUSS, IF NECESSARY, 
ANY MATTERS RAISED. 

http://www.brighton.tas.gov.au/
mailto:development@brighton.tas.gov.au


 

 
 

 
Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary 

PO Box 59, BRIGHTON TAS 7030 

 

02 Jul 2024 
James Dryburgh 
General Manager 
Brighton Council 
1 Tivoli Road 
Old Beach 7017 
 

Dear James, 

I am writing in response to your Request for Information letter dated 25 Jun 2024 which asked how the proposed 
veterinarian services included in DA 2024/00114 will operate, the subservience or otherwise of the classroom 
facilities to the tourism operation or veterinary services, and a question regarding parking. 

New Veterinary Facilities 

The new veterinary facilities proposed in DA 2024/00114 extend the veterinarian services already provided on-site. 
Building part of our veterinary services in a separate location from the current veterinary services, was a deliberate 
and well-planned choice to provide “best practice”. 

As part of conceiving the first DA application (DA2023/00206), we made a plan for how Bonorong could prepare for 
the next ten years and be ready for the possible veterinary challenges that may come our way. These decisions were 
made after extensive analysis of any situation that may arise from fluctuations in wildlife numbers needing 
assistance, what services we may provide, and what quarantine risks may be associated with treating wildlife. As 
part of this process, all the specialised rooms that we may need were analysed in detail.  We had to look at all the 
functions that were required, which services could be done in shared rooms, and which rooms required a specific 
setup or placement, to be able to provide best practice treatment and care for wildlife.   

Some of these choices are obvious, such as having the recovery room close to the vet surgery areas, and the x-ray 
machine close to the consult and surgical areas. In the case of a quarantine surgical setup, having it as far away as 
possible from other rooms has obvious benefits, but best practice would be to have the surgical building in another 
area altogether, which is what we have planned for in this case. Planning for the second building separate to the 
main hospital was compiled as a separate DA submission based on determination of construction options and 
budget.    

To further highlight the need of separate vet facilities the Avian bird flu is a great example to use. The Avian Flu 
Influenza currently sweeping the globe is sadly having a disastrous impact on marine wildlife and has now spread to  
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land mammals.   Government advice is that this Avian flu strain is likely to hit the shores of Tasmania towards the 
end of this year (coinciding with the northern migration of sea birds to our state).   We are the only non-government 
entity actively planning for, and working with Biosecurity Tasmania, on protocols and facility options to ensure on 
site veterinary services are able to safely deal with infected individuals.  

When it comes to veterinary issues such as Avian bird flu it makes sense to have a separate facility with all of the 
basic functions, hundreds of metres away from the main hospital.   This takes the delivery of a future proof 
veterinary service centre for wildlife from good practice to best practice. To put it in “dog and cat” terms, or likening 
it to a domestic clinic, if designing one from scratch, best practice, if room and dollars allowed, would be to have a 
completely separate recovery and holding facility for dogs with parvo virus as an example.  We see both this DA 
2024/00114 and DA 2023/00206 all part of a capacity building for veterinary services, incorporating best practice 
and preparation for the future.  

Our decision to use the proposed facilities in DA 2024/00114 for a conservation program for wildlife through Feline 
Fix, is an initial programming decision and a focus on this in the application paperwork, as its intended use, may not 
have presented the overall picture needed to appreciate how the veterinary services buildings proposed across the 
two Das, were conceived. 

The chance to offer quarantine and training veterinary facilities on site at Bonorong, is complementary to our 
current wildlife hospital facilities.  In its initial use the separated veterinary services building proposed in DA/2024 
00114 will deliver a critical native wildlife conservation program already conducted by Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary 
called ‘Feline Fix’.   This program is aimed at reducing the devastating impact of stray, feral and unwanted cats on 
our native wildlife.  The program also serves as a platform for widespread community education by educating on the 
benefits of responsible cat ownership and containment.   This program is not profit generating -ie it costs money to 
run this program and is a wildlife conservation program. 

Classroom Facilities 

An onsite classroom already exists at Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary has been operating as a learning space for more 
than 10 years for nationally accredited wildlife handling and awareness training courses plus a space for community-
based learning for the rescue and rehabilitation of wildlife.  Your RFI letter asked about the subservience of the 
classroom facilities to the tourism operation, or subservience to veterinary services use but this presents an 
‘either/or’ when in fact the classroom facilities enable the delivery of impact and difference to both; trained wildlife 
staff can go onto employment in fields relating to tourism, as well as veterinary/ animal related industries.   If a 
single subservient use is required, then the furthering of veterinarian services would be chosen. 

A crucial aspect of our wildlife service being successful, is wildlife trained veterinarians, nurses, critical care staff and 
husbandry experts to assist with assessments, treatment, recovery, and long-term care.  These are very specific 
skills, and whilst there are plenty of options to learn everything that is needed in these spaces when it comes to 
domestic animals, for wildlife this is not the case.  Even if we look at veterinary training around Australia, there are 
very limited hours taught on wildlife, simply because it is a specialist area, and not an income generator.  So, this 
means that we must train all of our vets, nurses, care staff, and keepers specifically in wildlife related care.  This is a 
huge task but a critical part of our veterinary service and associated care being successful.   
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A classroom with appropriate room and technology was always part of our original plans in the upgrade of our 
veterinary services.  When looking at the best place to have this, it was decided the offshoot with the separate 
veterinary setup was the best place for several reasons.  Firstly, this minimised traffic in the main hospital and 
treatment area.  It goes without saying the less noise and people when it comes to stressed out wildlife, the better.  
So potentially being able to have 20 staff and students in a learning environment away from where most of the 
animals are, makes sense.  Adding to this is the opportunity to link the second surgical area to the classroom, where 
educational and teaching activities can happen in the vet area next door and be streamed and connected to the 
learning environment to maximise teaching opportunities. The teaching space is an essential part of a successful 
veterinary facility due to wildlife being our patients.  As the only specialised wildlife facility in the state, we are the 
only ones coordinating this level of training, so it must be onsite and attached to our services.    

The current classroom has served well as a training room but is outdated and not conducive to a modern learning 
environment.   Power is limited and there is poor internet and networked facilities.   The room is currently an 
unlined older style shack construction with a slow combustion stove and an air conditioner for hotter days.   There is 
minimal access to natural light (one small window).   The current room has been adapted for classroom use but has 
major limitations.   The new classroom facilities outlined in DA 2024/00114 will be purpose built as a classroom, 
aided by the circular reuse of what was already a classroom building.   

The movement of the classroom facilities to a new purpose-built building is a movement of already offered services 
to the community and sector, provided on site at Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary, and is not an intensification of use 
for the site.    

Parking 

Your letter asked for a response on how the increased parking demand will be dealt with, which infers that there is 
in fact an increase in parking needs as a result of the additional built facilities outlined in DA 2024/00114.    

As outline above, the services expected to be undertaken in the new facilities are already offered on site – the 
classroom merely moves teaching from one outdated classroom to a more modern facility.    

As also mentioned above the intended initial use of the new veterinary facilities outlined in DA2024/00114 is for a 
conservation program Feline Fix currently operates as a satellite operation to Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary, servicing 
its clients from leased veterinary premises in Mornington one day per week. The service is only offered to registered 
cat shelters so one to two cat shelters fill the available treatment slots on the one day per week the service operates.   
The intention is to relocate the program on site at Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary.  Outside of this program’s operating 
hours the facilities can be sterilised and used as additional veterinary treatment facilities for native wildlife.     

The Feline Fix veterinary services is only offered to registered cat shelters and undertaken for one day per week.    
One to two cat shelters are offered slots in the one day per week Feline Fix program.  This is a total of one or two 
vehicles, one day per week from the cat shelters, delivering cats for desexing each morning; returning at the end of 
the day to collect the animals on discharge.   The impact on traffic load at Bonorong is negligible – two additional 
cars, one day per week.  The extensive parking options already offered on site and increased through delivery of DA 
2023/00206 can absorb this negligible increase, without impact.   In addition, the proposed new facilities in DA 
2024/00114 includes a turn in bay for drop-off.    
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Please feel free to give me a call to discuss anything contained herein further.   I’d be happy to explain/expand as 
needed.    

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Suzy Nethercott-Watson 
Chief Operating Officer 
Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary 
Ph 0418 239 343 
suzy@bonorong.com.au 
 
 

 

     

  


