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Background 

WW Tas Pty Ltd are proposing to operate a firewood facility at 252 Elderslie Road, Brighton, 
Tasmania. The proposed site is in an old quarry. Brighton Council (Council) requested the 
preparation of an environmental management plan (EMP) for the operation, to support the 
Development Application (DA) for this proposal.  

Proposed Operation 

The site layout is shown in Figure 1. It is proposed that approximately 3,000 tonnes of logs 
will be brought onto site per annum. After processing and drying, this will produce 
approximately 2,750 tonnes of firewood for sale. 

Logs (maximum 6 metres in length) will be processed into firewood using a Cord King machine 
(Figure 1). The Cord King cuts the logs to length using a large circular saw, and then splits 
them using a ram to push the wood through a splitting bar arrangement (Figure 2). This 
operation means there is no need for chainsaws to be generally used on site. However, 
chainsaws may on occasion need to be used to unblock the wedge or at times to cut any major 
anomalies out of the timber. 

 

Figure 1: Site Layout 
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Figure 2: Cord King showing circular saw and splitting bar 

The machine produces approx. 3m3 each of sawdust and timber sticks/shavings a day.  The 
sawdust will be collected in larger 3m3 or 6m3 bins direct from the saw to prevent spillage and 
then placed in smaller 1m3 bins for storage before delivery to local horse stables in Brighton.  

The sticks/shavings are collected off a grizzly debris sorter in 1m3 bins before direct delivery 
to the public for mulch or "fire sticks".  A small amount of waste which is collected around 
(generally under) the machine (approx. 1m3 a week) will be sold as mulch (gum bark).   

No wood waste will be burnt on-site. 

The proposed hours of operation are Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm and Saturday 9am-4pm 
with no operations on public holidays. 

Logs are stacked in two rows to create a noise barrier between the operation and nearby 
residences (Figure 3). Sufficient logs will be stored on site awaiting processing so that at least 
one row of logs always remains as a barrier. 

Environmental Issues 

The identified environmental issues with their controls are provided below, 
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Noise mitigation 

The nearest residences to the proposed operation are over 450 metres away (Figure 3). Noise 
levels were measured using a phone app called Decibel X. This app allows measurements in 
Frequency Weighting A, B and C. Measurements were conducted in the presence of Brighton 
Council officers. The first measurements were made at noise monitoring site 1, on the Elderslie 
Road side of the log stack (Figure 3). The excavator was operating, then the log splitter was 
operating as well. The d(B)A readings did not exceed 80. The noise from the saw was audible 
and had the typical pitch generated by circular saws. A second set of readings were collected 
at the gate adjacent to Elderslie Road (Figureo3) with both the excavator and log splitter 
operating. Those readings were variable because of road traffic noise, but it appeared that 
noise levels from the quarry didn’t exceed 70 d(B)A. The readings for both d(B)B and d(B)C 
were similar to the d(B)A ones. The saw was barely audible at the gate, but still had the same 
noise signature as the noise recorded adjacent to the log pile. 

Traffic noise generally masked the noise from the quarry. This suggests that noise will not be 
an environmental nuisance to neighbours if operations are kept to the proposed hours (see 
above). 

 

Figure 3: Nearest Residences 

Stormwater 

The site slopes back into the old quarry face and rainwater soaks into the quarry floor. This 
means very little, if any, stormwater flows offsite. 

Fuel storage and Machine Maintenance 

Machines will be refuelled from utility vehicle mounted storage tanks. Fuel will not be stored 
on site. Macines will be serviced on site (oil changes). Filters and waste oil will be disposed of 
at a recycling centre. 
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Traffic 

As described above, it is proposed to process approximately 3,000 tonnes of logs a year, to 
produce approximately 2,750 tonnes of firewood. Traffic movements are estimated as two 
trucks per week bringing in 60 tonnes of logs and approximately five truckloads of firewood 
leaving the site each working day. 

Considering how busy Elderslie Road is, especially truck movements during the period that 
noise measurements were undertaken, this increase in truck movements is not expected to 
cause any significant increase in movements. The entrance to the site also has a good line of 
sight in each direction. It is therefore considered that traffic movements associated with the 
proposed activity will not adversely affect other road users. 

Dust management 

The base of the quarry is compacted and does not produce significant amounts of dust. Any 
dust will be controlled using an on-site 2000l water tank with hose-reel. Additionally, any 
generated dust would impact on employees before it could cause environmental nuisance to 
others.  

Storage of hazardous chemicals 

There will be no hazardous liquids on site other than diesel (see above)  

On site safety measures, 

WW Tas have appropriate documentation and processes to comply with the Work Health and 
Safety Regulations 2022 and the Work Health and Safety (Transitional) Regulations 2022. 
This includes signage and inductions. Visitors to the site are accompanied by an employee at 
all times.  

Fire  

Fire represents a risk to machinery, unprocessed logs and firewood. The area is surrounded 
by pasture, but there is a risk of arson. There is also a small risk associated with machinery 
catching fire during operation, and vegetation at the edge of the quarry catching fire. To 
manage this risk, WW Tas: 

• Are installing cameras that send photos remotely; 

• Signage to this effect will be visible on site; 

• The site is locked when not being used to prevent vehicle access.  

• No fires will be lit on site; 

• Fire extinguishers will be sited at each major machine;  

• A small fuel reduction burn may be undertaken to remove grass at the edge of the 
quarry; and  

• There will be an on-site 2000l water tank with hose-reel. 

Summary 

WW Tas will undertake the following measures to ensure the proposed operation does not 
cause environmental nuisance to neighbours, or impact on the surrounding environment. 

• The proposed hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm and Saturday 9am-4pm with 
no operations on public holidays; 



 
www.rivuletenvironmental.com.au 

 

• Chainsaws will not be used on site, other than in rare occasions; 

• No fuel will be stored on site other than in utility vehicle mounted tanks; 

• Waste oil and filters will be disposed off-site at a recycling centre; 

• Dust will be managed using a water cart; and 

• Fire management will include on-site fire extinguishers, a water cart, a small fuel 
reduction and surveillance cameras. 

 


